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heavier and more clumsy. Monsieur Bergeret
read his text according to the traditional pronuncia-
tion, and in so doing restored their youth and-
novelty to the old words. Their meaning emerged
clear and limpid, causing Monsieur Goubin to
remark:

" What I like about that passage is the style;
it is so naive."

" Do you think so ? " said Monsieur Bergeret.

And he continued:

"And the Trublions said that they would
defend the colonels and soldiers of the State and
republick, which was mockery and derision, for the
colonels and soldiers, who are armed with guns,
muskets, artillery and other very terrible engines,
are employed to defend and not to be defended
by the unarmed citizens, and it did not seem
possible that there were in the city folk fond
enough to attack their own defenders, and the
prudent men opposed to the Trublions asked only
that the colonels should be honourably subject to
the august and holy laws of the State and republick.
But the said Trublions continued to shout and
would hear nothing for that niggardly nature had
deprived them of understanding.

"And the Trublions nourished a great hatred
of foreign nations. The names alone of the said
nations and peoples made their eyes stand out of
their heads like those of cray-fish, very horrible